Gold v. Haringey Health Authority, 14 April 1987.
The plaintiff, who became pregnant and gave birth to her fourth child after having been sterilized by the defendant health authority, brought an action for damages for negligence against the defendant. She claimed that the defendant had not warned her of the risk of failure and that a statement made to her that the operation would be "irreversible" constituted negligent misrepresentation. The Court of Appeal reversed a lower court decision awarding damages. It held that the defendant's failure to warn of possible failure did not constitute negligence, but met the required standard of care, because at the time of the operation a substantial body of responsible doctors would not have made a warning. It also ruled that the defendant's statement could not be viewed as a "representation" either expressed or implied that the operation would be a success.